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About MPC
Metropolitan Planning Council (MPC) is an independent 

planning and policy organization working to address 
regional built environment issues through a racial and 

economic justice lens. MPC partners with communities, 
businesses, and government to advance policy and drive 

systemic change toward a more racially equitable and 
economically just Chicago region.

Mission
MPC transforms policies and practices to advance 

racial and economic justice in our communities, 
infrastructure, and public systems.

Vision
The Chicago region is a place where every 

community is valued, every person has a voice, and 
every neighborhood thrives.

Letter from the President & CEO

At Metropolitan Planning Council (MPC), 2024 was a year that was both eventful and productive, 
and I am immensely proud of the work and impact reflected in this Annual Report. It was also a 
year of celebration and transition. As MPC marked its 90th anniversary, a milestone that honored 
decades of advancing thoughtful policy and planning across our region, we also experienced 
meaningful leadership changes. After the departure of former CEO Darlene Hightower in March, 
former MPC Board Member Chris Conley stepped in with steadiness and care to guide the 
organization as Interim CEO. When I joined MPC at the end of September, Chris passed the reins 
with the same commitment to impact and mission that has long defined this organization.

But MPC has always been larger than any one leader. Throughout 2024, even amid a period 
of transition, MPC’s sta� remained focused, disciplined, and deeply committed to improving 
quality of life for residents and strengthening the region’s long-term economic competitiveness. 

I especially want to acknowledge former Vice President Kendra Freeman, whose leadership was instrumental in advancing the 
work and delivering the impact you see in these pages. It is MPC sta� who make this place special, and they continue to steer 
us into new territory with clarity and purpose as we navigate these turbulent times.

As we look ahead, I am energized by the opportunities before us: sharpening MPC’s strategic direction, growing our team, 
deepening our impact, and partnering with you to make Chicago and its suburbs the epicenter of bold, urban policy and 
practice.

Thank you for your partnership and collaboration in this work.

Sincerely,

Dan Lurie
President & CEO
Metropolitan Planning Council
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Celebrating 90 Years Strong!
The 2024 MPC Annual Event 

In 2024, MPC commemorated its 90th year anniversary! 
Since its inception in 1934 as a housing advocacy 
organization, MPC has been a driving force in catalyzing 
positive change within the built environment of the 
Chicago region. To mark this significant milestone, 
MPC held three signature events, 
celebrated at the 2024 MPC Annual 
Event, and launched its updated and 
redesigned brand—complete with a 
new website and tagline.
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Brand Refresh

In 2024, MPC refreshed its brand and continued building on the pillars 
established in the strategic refresh of 2023. The refresh embedded elements of 
geography and maps, introduced an updated color palette (that builds from the 
previous MPC orange and pulls from the built environment), and established a 
new tagline that boils down what we do: build equity in the built environment.

Our Enduring Commitment
Now, for more than nine decades, MPC has stood at the forefront of addressing some of the most pressing challenges facing 
our city, counties, and state. From ensuring quality and a�ordable housing to championing robust and reliable mass transit, safe 
drinking water, flood protection, healthy rivers, and resilience to a changing climate, MPC’s commitment to creating a thriving, 
equitable Chicago region remains unwavering.

Imagine Sustainable Transit: 
A Private Reception and ‘L’ Tour
This day of programming began with breakfast hosted 
at McDonald’s Corporate Headquarters featuring 
comments from transit advocates State Senator Ram 
Villivalam and State Representative Eva-Dina Delgado. 
Both legislators shared their vision for the region’s transit 
system and spoke about the opportunities to address 
the then-looming fiscal cli� (since printing, legislation has 
been passed). Following breakfast, attendees boarded a 
private chartered ‘L’ train to ride through the city’s various 
neighborhoods while listening to remarks by local transit 
leaders about community projects.

Untangling Zoning Impacts and 
Promoting Equity Through Reform
This event also took place at Harold Washington College 
and featured an esteemed panel of thought leaders who 
presented new research frameworks for analyzing land 
use and zoning. Following the panel discussion, working 
sessions with previously-engaged stakeholders explored 
initial research findings from MPC’s Zoning and Land Use 
Assessment project and began a dialogue on potential 
future Chicago-based solutions.

A Vision for Water: Planning for 
Abundance and Scarcity in Illinois
A panel of water leaders gathered at Harold Washington 
College in Chicago and discussed the economic, 
social, and workforce challenges of the region’s water 
sector, bringing current policy positions to shape the 
next decade. This framing provided the audience with 
key statistics and priorities that must be considered in 
all future planning. Attendees participated in visioning 
workshops to identify gaps, synergies, and priorities for 
future MPC work.

2024 Signature Events

May 6, 2024

July 24, 2024

September 26, 2024
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FOR PURPOSEFUL INNOVATION 

Our Great Rivers (Cohort Support)
Celebrating seven years of riverfront impact
Since 2016, MPC has played a vital role in advancing the Our Great Rivers vision. Starting in 2017, MPC 
supported 45 grantees of The Chicago Community Trust (the Trust) across five cohorts composed of diverse 
civic and community partners working in neighborhoods along the Chicago, Calumet, and Des Plaines rivers. 
These projects have fostered new collaborations, secured and leveraged additional funding, activated riverfront 
sites, and made a lasting impact on Chicago’s riverfronts through planning and physical improvements. In 2024, 
MPC concluded its cohort support with a convening that celebrated seven years of transformative work. MPC 
also updated the Our Great Rivers StoryMap showing the locations and project descriptions of all Our Great 
Rivers grant funded projects. Collectively, these projects are shaping more equitable and accessible riverfronts 
for all Chicagoans by reconnecting communities and their rivers.

McKinley Park Development Council used their 
grant to develop a plan for a connected riverfront 
path from Ping Tom Park to the Daley Boat Launch. 
This plan is now being rolled into an overall South 
Branch Framework planning initiative led by the 
Department of Planning and Development.

More than 40% 
of the Our Great 
Rivers projects 
led to physical 
improvements along 
Chicago’s rivers.

Purposeful innovation starts with connection. 
This year, MPC expanded and deepened the 
partnerships that united ideas, resources, and 
determination. Only together, can we transform 
complex challenges into collective progress.

MPC Senior Director Christina Harris facilitates the discussion about capacity building in the water sector during our May 2024 event.

PARTNERING
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Rivers Ecology & 
Governance Task Force
Partnering for a sustainable riverfront future
MPC has been a cornerstone in supporting 
the Our Great Rivers vision since its release in 
2016. By co-convening the River Ecology and 
Governance Task Force with the City of Chicago 
and Friends of the Chicago River, MPC plays 
a key role in transforming Chicago’s waterway 
system into a thriving, ecologically integrated 
asset. In 2024, MPC continued co-facilitating 
collaboration among civic, community, and 
government partners. The Task Force provided 
guidance for the Chicago Department of 
Transportation’s River Edge Access Study, 
with a planning tool o¨cially launched in late 
summer. The tool includes a StoryMap to share 
more about the project and the tool’s creation 
and o�ers valuable resources for planning 
projects, supporting the ongoing e�ort to 
restore and rejuvenate Chicago’s rivers for 
future generations. Additionally, the Task Force 
kicked-o� a new working group focused on 
creating a more clearly defined governance 
structure for riverfront assets and reviewed and 
provided input on new developments along the 
Chicago river. 

Based on input from the Task Force, 
four new river-focused strategies 
were developed and included in the 
2024 revision to the City’s Sustainable 
Development Policy.

MPC facilitated 15 Task Force related 
meetings, with an average participation of 
40 stakeholders at quarterly meetings.

Sustainable Development 
Policy
Championing a more inclusive, resilient 
sustainable development policy

In April 2024, MPC submitted testimony in support 
of the City’s update to the Chicago Sustainable 
Development Policy, a framework that encourages 
sustainable design in projects receiving public 
funding or special approvals. In a letter to the 
Chicago Plan Commission, MPC commended 
the City for expanding engagement beyond 
traditional stakeholders to include advocates 
from environmental, housing, public health, and 
community development sectors. MPC’s input, 
rooted in its work co-convening the River Ecology 
and Governance Task Force, emphasized the 
importance of improving river health, expanding 
access to a�ordable housing, and advancing 
public health outcomes. Across all its work, MPC 
continues to advocate for development standards 
that promote equity, innovation, and climate 
resilience across all Chicago neighborhoods.

As part of our advocacy work and 
commitment to our partners, MPC 
leads or supports testimony to the 
issues that matter.

Our Great Rivers project teams from the last seven years 
celebrated their work at MPC’s o�ce in May 2024. Attendees 
drew their favorite river activities, put together as a mural.
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Homeownership Lending Partnership
Shaping a more inclusive path to homeownership
Homeownership is one of the most important vehicles for building household wealth, creating a pathway 
for families to increase their economic security and pass down generational wealth. In partnership with The 
Chicago Community Trust (the Trust), MPC continued to advance e�orts to address the homeownership 
gap through actionable solutions. Throughout 2024, MPC facilitated regular workshops that strengthened 
collaboration between community development financial institutions (CDFIs) and housing counseling 
agencies. These workshops provided project teams with opportunities to co-create the tools, knowledge, and 
networks necessary to develop innovative housing finance products with the goal of increasing access to 
homeownership and purchasing power for low- and moderate-income (LMI) residents of color.  

Reconnecting Communities
Reimagining infrastructure through community vision
Building on the momentum of our 2023 Reconnecting Communities report, MPC continued to advance 
community-led solutions that repair the historic harm of transportation infrastructure. In 2024, we deepened 
our collaboration with the Coalition for a Better Chinese American Community (CBCAC) and Design Trust 
Chicago (DTC), co-developing a community engagement plan focused on the viaducts in Chinatown along 
S. Canal St. Together, we released A New Vision for the Canal Street Viaducts and worked with the Chicago 
Department of Transportation (CDOT) and Alderwoman Nicole Lee to identify implementation pathways for 
quick-build projects. With direct input from residents, the project turned community priorities into rendered 
design concepts—bridging the gap between ideas and action. In parallel, MPC explored how to eliminate policy 
barriers to tactical urbanism by researching regulatory and funding models from peer cities. 

PARTNERING FOR PURPOSEFUL INNOVATION 

Where is the report referenced above? Can we get some photos from that? Or, the copy 
references the rendered design concepts derived from resident input. Those might be a nice 
visual here.

Three project 
teams received 
renewed grants 
from the Trust.  

MPC facilitated six workshops for the Community of 
Practice (CoP) of lenders and housing counselors, 
where MPC developed post-workshop summaries 
tracking participant progress on lending product 
development and implementation challenges. 

MPC participated 
in six planning 
meetings with 
CBCAC and 
DTC to develop 
the project’s 
community 
engagement 
plan and design 
process. 

The DTC rendered vision of the 23rd Street viaduct shows brightly painted beams and walls, decorative lighting, bike lane 
balusters and a pedestrian access only section. Community residents were able to provide feedback to these and other design 
inspirations at the Love Letter to Chinatown open house engagement.  
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Cooperation in Calumet Region Planning
Design Guidelines & Land Use Update, Conservation Action Plan

Advancing equitable land use and environmental stewardship in the Calumet region
MPC continued its long-standing work in the Calumet region by working with several partners, including 
the Alliance for the Great Lakes, UIC’s Great Cities Institute, Southeast Environmental Task Force, Calumet 
Collaborative, and Friends of the Chicago River to help support the Department of Planning and Development’s 
2024 launch of the Calumet Area Land Use and Design Guidelines Update through e�orts to ensure that 
Calumet region residents had the information needed to fully participate in the planning process. The goal 
of the planning process is to establish a vision for the region that balances economic development, public 
health, and safety, as well as environmental sustainability priorities. MPC is serving as one of the working 
group members. Also in 2024, MPC developed site-specific feasibility framework action plans for two privately-
owned industrial parcels in collaboration with Cleveland-Cli�s and Land and Lakes. These were developed 
in partnership with the landowners to provide more detailed recommendations to help implement the broad 
restoration strategies defined in the 2022 Little Calumet Conservation Action Plan.

MPC held conversations with 
seven critical stakeholders in 
2024 to develop a Feasibility 
Action Plan for Cleveland-
Cli�s and Land and Lakes.

Department of Housing (DOH) Change Teams
Embedding equity through public sector partnership
MPC’s Change Teams served as a catalyst for systems change within city government by supporting public 
sector leaders in embedding equity into day-to-day operations through hands-on workshops, coaching, and 
project implementation support. In 2024, MPC deepened its partnership with the Department of Housing 
(DOH) to advance specific equity-based projects through facilitated workshops that focused on work planning, 
problem-solving, and collaboration. The Home Repair team improved their intake processes, including 
partnering with 311 to expand intake timelines, revising income requirements, and broadening eligibility criteria 
to make services more accessible. The Construction and Compliance team worked on improving equitable 
access for women and minority owned businesses to engage with the city’s development processes. This 
included a new informational webinar series, opportunities to take relevant free classes through Chicago 
Community Colleges, and a new initiative to apply for back-end administrative support to grow businesses. 
Concurrently, DOH’s Bureau of Community Engagement, Racial Equity, and Strategic Initiatives (CERESI) Team 
continued to develop practical strategies rooted in equity principles and informed by community experience. 
MPC helped teams refine their approaches and navigate challenges—laying the groundwork for lasting culture, 
process, and policy change across city departments.

MPC conducted over 6 
workshops with the sta� at 
the Department of Housing.

MPC deepened its partnership 
with the Department of 
Housing (DOH), advancing 
implementation of the Home 
Repair Team’s equity project. 
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Meaningful change takes more than good ideas. It takes 
voices and resources united in action. By building and 
participating in dynamic coalitions, MPC engages in 
collaborative advocacy to amplify the priorities that matter 
most. Together, we can turn shared agendas into policies, 
practices, and progress that shape a better future.

Equitable Transportation-Oriented Development (ETOD) 
Systems Change Working Group + Scorecard

Sustaining momentum for ETOD
Building on the momentum of the Connected Communities Ordinance, MPC continued its work to ensure 
equitable implementation of transit-oriented development (ETOD) that advances racial equity and benefits 
all communities. In 2024, MPC circulated a scorecard to evaluate ETOD proposals through an equity lens, 
convening Elevated Chicago’s project team, policy working group, and community partners to refine the 
tool and ensure it reflects neighborhood priorities. At the same time, MPC continued its co-leadership of 
Elevated Chicago’s Systems Change Working Group, the city’s only standing group focused exclusively 
on long-term ETOD policy. Through this work, MPC and its partners sharpened strategies to strengthen 
a�ordability, prevent displacement, and support housing stability near transit. Together, these e�orts build 
the foundation for a more equitable, connected Chicago, where development works for everyone.

IMPACTFUL AGENDAS THROUGH ADVOCACYADVANCING
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Lead Service Line Replacement
Building community capacity for lead-free water 
Every community in Illinois deserves access to clean, safe drinking water, regardless of zip code or income. While 
replacing Illinois’s toxic lead service lines remains one of our time’s most urgent infrastructure challenges, it is also 
one of the greatest opportunities to invest in public health, equity, and jobs. While a 2021 state law requires all lead 
service lines to be replaced, many communities still lack the resources, sta¨ng, or support they need to protect their 
residents, especially for Black and Latinx communities disproportionately a�ected by lead exposure. Throughout 
the year, MPC co-hosted five community workshops across Chicago, Cook County, Rockford, and Peoria to hear 
directly from residents about how Lead Service Line Replacement (LSLR) should be funded. We also convened four 
workforce strategy sessions with advocates and training organizations to prepare for the scale of work ahead. To 
better understand what local governments need, MPC interviewed mayors and utility leaders from four municipalities 
and developed a memo for the Environmental Defense Fund, helping shape a national Mayor’s Roadmap.

State of Water
Equipping leaders for a resilient water future
Across Illinois, elected o¨cials play a vital role in ensuring communities have access to clean, safe, and 
a�ordable drinking water. Through our Drinking Water 1-2-3 Academy and technical assistance o�erings, 
MPC has helped bridge this gap, providing local leaders with the education and tools to prioritize sustainable, 
equitable water decisions. During Chicago Water Week in May 2024, MPC successfully convened more than 
70 water sector leaders from across the region for an energizing day titled A Vision for Water: Planning for 
Abundance and Scarcity in Illinois, facilitating field-based learning across the Calumet region. After ten years 
of administering and promoting the Calumet Stormwater Collaborative (CSC), MPC acted early in 2024 on 
an opportunity to partner with Friends of the Chicago River through the Greater Chicago Watershed Alliance 
(GCWA) to establish a long-term administrative home for the CSC. This opportunity, which grew out of MPC’s 
engagement with the GCWA, was realized at a critical juncture when MPC was assessing the impact of the CSC.

The field trips brought practitioners 
out at various planning, design and 
implementation stages. They were 
designed to provide hands-on experience 
with stormwater projects applied at 
di�erent regional scales, building on the 
goal of researching the best practices at 
various scales. 

MPC partnered to 
host four field trip-
style convenings 
to visit projects 
across the 
Calumet region.

MPC leveraged its convening power to bring together a multi-generational cohort of water sector leaders under the banner of “A Vision for 
Water: Planning for Abundance and Scarcity in Illinois.” Pictured above (L-R) Trent Foster, Chakena Perry, Emily Simonson, and Kalindi Parikh. 
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Sustainable Transit Campaign
Championing sustainable funding and governance for transit’s future
As the region edges closer to the impending transit fiscal cli� in 2026, MPC has intensified e�orts to ensure 
a stable and equitable future for public transportation. In 2024, MPC played a leading role in shaping the 
Metropolitan Mobility Authority Act, a bold legislative proposal to modernize transit governance and secure 
long-term funding. Through policy briefings, blogs, and educational engagement with legislators, we worked 
to build momentum for sustainable solutions that reflect transit’s critical role in advancing equity, climate 
action, and economic growth. In September, we hosted Imagine Sustainable Transit, featuring a privately 
chartered ‘L’ tour and reception spotlighting the value of a connected, well-funded system. By demonstrating 
how governance reform and long-term investment can deliver better outcomes for riders and communities, 
MPC continues to push for bold, collaborative solutions to preserve and strengthen our transit future. MPC 
remains a trusted convener and advocate, helping to shape a resilient transit system that meets the moment 
and moves our region forward.

As of printing, the Northern Illinois Transit Authority Act passed the Illinois General Assembly! This is a major 
milestone in Illinois and MPC will continue to be involved in coalition to shape the implementation strategies 
and plans.

Above, MPC Senior Director Audrey Wennink 
and Illinois State Representative Eva-Dina 
Delgado discuss potential outcomes of the 
legislation.

At right, Senate Transportation Committee 
Chair Ram Villivalam addresses an engaged 
audience at the September 2024 MPC 
signature event, “Imagine Sustainable Transit.” 

ADVANCING IMPACTFUL AGENDAS THROUGH ADVOCACY

Riding the Rails in Germany

MPC joined 10 legislators and five labor leaders in December 
2024 on a trip to Germany to experience regionally integrated 
transit systems in Berlin and Munich and discuss how this could 
inform legislation e�orts in Illinois.
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E�ective policy change starts with solid groundwork. 
In partnership, MPC sets the groundwork for impact by 
identifying gaps, collecting critical input, building capacity, 
and aligning e�orts for greater reach and deeper impact. 
This practical, coordinated approach allows MPC to 
advance solutions that not only address root causes, but 
also create a foundation for enduring progress.

Architectural Technical Standards Manual (ATSM) Updates
Modernizing a ordable housing design standards
In partnership with the Chicago Department of Housing, MPC supported an update to the City’s Architectural 
Technical Standards Manual (ATSM), which governs design, construction, and contracting for all City-funded 
multifamily a�ordable housing developments. Last updated in 2023, the goal of the ATSM is to ensure high-
quality housing design, protect resident well-being, and support equitable and competitive construction 
practices. As part of the Cut the Tape initiative, this update addresses long-standing feedback from developers, 
architects, and contractors to streamline processes while maintaining strong standards. In 2024, MPC 
conducted research, including interviewing agency sta� in peer municipalities and reviewing related guides 
and documents, and co-facilitated monthly Steering Committee meetings. Both the first and second draft of the 
updated manual are now available, which reflects broad input, prioritizes equity, and supports the production of 
high-quality, a�ordable housing across Chicago. 

As of printing, the ATSM updates were incorporated into the most recent drafts.

During the July 2024 MPC zoning event, working groups explored initial research findings from our Zoning and Land Use Assessment project, 
starting a dialogue on potential future Chicago-based solutions.

The Steering Committee includes 
16 regular members as well as 
rotating sta� from DOH and the 
Mayor’s O¨ce.

Six Steering Committee meetings were hosted in 2024 
across a range of topics from investigating change orders to 
three-bid requirements to individual design standards that 
are part of the ATSM.

SYSTEMS AND STRATEGIES FOR POLICY CHANGEDEVELOPING
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Two neighborhood case studies—Sustainable 
Square Mile (Blacks in Green) and Terra Firma 
(Emerald South)—will be folded into Chicago’s 
updated GSI Strategy.

MPC is positioned to help turn data into equity-
focused, climate-resilient solutions for high-need 
blocks.

Right Infrastructure, Right Place
Building sustainability through green infrastructure investment for the greatest strategic impact
As climate change accelerates, vulnerable communities in Chicago and the region continue to bear the 
brunt of urban flooding and heat stress. In 2024, MPC launched Right Infrastructure, Right Place (RIRP), a 
community-scale, data-driven prioritization tool designed to guide equitable, climate-resilient green stormwater 
infrastructure (GSI) investments across Chicago and Cook County. Informed by a national scan of emerging 
practices, including advances in climate modeling, data analytics, and triple bottom line valuation methods, and 
by newly available data from local stormwater agencies, this methodology is being developed to help decision-
makers direct stormwater investments where the need and potential for impact are greatest. This lays the 
groundwork for a more just approach to GSI investment. The initiative extends MPC’s StormStore™ partnership 
with The Nature Conservancy, whose regional stormwater credit market was renewed by the Metropolitan 
Water Reclamation District through 2025. Together, RIRP and StormStore™ position MPC to channel future GSI 
investments toward the communities most vulnerable to flooding and heat—building a smarter, more resilient 
Chicago.

RIRP is now piloting with Blacks in Green and Emerald South Collaborative in the City of Chicago, and the City of 
Calumet City in south suburban Cook County. Case studies from our Chicago-based partners are being applied 
at multiple spatial scales to validate and refine RIRP’s assumptions before broader rollout. These case studies 
also build a stronger investment case for GSI within the plans, aligned with actual capacity limitations in local 
sewers. The City of Chicago’s Green Stormwater Infrastructure Strategy and Plan update, scheduled for release 
by the end of 2025, will include case studies.

Zoning & Land Use Assessment
Zoning for equity and opportunity
Zoning supports how land is used and developed. It shapes the 
way people live, work, and move through their neighborhoods. MPC 
continued advancing its Citywide Zoning and Land Use Assessment 
in partnership with the Urban Institute and a dedicated Steering 
Committee and Community Advisory Group. Through collaborative 
research and stakeholder engagement, MPC examined how 
zoning influences three neighborhood outcomes—limited pollution 
exposure, a�ordable housing,  and strong business corridors. Over 
the year, MPC convened stakeholders to review research and outline 
a zoning and land use toolkit, hosted an event featuring a panel 
of national experts with more than 200 attendees, and deepened 
engagement with City Council members to understand how they 
approach zoning and development in their wards. By evaluating 
the historic and current impacts of zoning on health, equity, and 
sustainability, creating recommendations, and implementing reforms, 
this project supports creating more livable and vibrant Chicago. 

DEVELOPING SYSTEMS AND STRATEGIES FOR POLICY CHANGE

MPC sta� presented initial 
research findings to the 
Chicago Metropolitan 
Agency for Planning 
(CMAP) and hosted a virtual 
gathering of Alderperson 
sta� from approximately 10 
ward o¨ces. 
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Cut the Tape
Advancing development reform for a more 
equitable Chicago
MPC has worked across multiple projects to 
identify barriers within Chicago’s development 
system, particularly those impacting equity and 
e¨ciency. Our findings from supporting We 
Rise Together grantees, small developers and 
small business owners on the South and West 
sides, combined with data and reflections from 
interviews with practitioners, architects, business 
owners, and developers collected as part of our 
Citywide Zoning and Land Use Assessment, 
positioned us to contribute meaningfully to the 
Mayor’s Cut the Tape initiative. Throughout 2024, 
MPC played a key role in launching Cut the Tape 
by providing data analysis on permitting and cases 
before the City’s Zoning Board of Appeals as 
well as participating in roundtables to understand 
Chicago’s challenges and potential solutions. 
MPC is a co-chair of the Cut the Tape Task 
Force, helping to structure and host meetings, 
facilitate discussions of the 50-member Task 
Force, and define metrics to track the success 
of the initiative. Together with partners across 
the public and private sectors, we are helping 
to build a development process that is faster, 
fairer, and better positioned to meet the city’s 
urgent a�ordable housing and small business 
development needs.

The City has been chipping away at the 100+ recommendations 
in the Cut the Tape report, with around 90% of them being in 
progress as of 2025.

Housing and Economic 
Development Bond
Advancing equitable development through new 
public investment tools

Passed in April 2024, the Housing and Economic 
Development Bond marked a shift in how Chicago 
funds housing and community development, 
moving beyond Tax Increment Financing to 
generate new, flexible resources for equitable 
investment. MPC’s earlier Equitable Financial 
Incentives project argued for the need to center 
equity in the allocation of funds. In 2024, MPC 
testified in subject matter hearings and at  the 
Chicago City Council Committee on Finance 
in support of the bond, uplifting its potential to 
prioritize disinvested communities and improve 
transparency. Already, bond proceeds are 
being put to work. In North Lawndale, they’re 
supporting the Missing Middle Housing Initiative 
to revitalize vacant City-owned lots and expand 
homeownership. In West Englewood, they’re 
helping grow the Wood Street Farm, an urban 
agriculture and workforce development hub. 
The bond also set aside $135 million to launch 
Green Social Housing, a public-private model to 
deliver permanently a�ordable, environmentally 
sustainable homes. The Green Social Housing 
ordinance to establish a nonprofit entity to 
administer this program was approved by City 
Council in 2025.
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75%
Programs

72%
Foundations

10.3%
Management and 

General

5%
Individuals

2%
Government

Financial 
Summary
MPC is able to advance its mission 
of creating a more equitable and 
sustainable Chicago region thanks 
to the generous contributions 
of individuals, corporations, 
foundations, and government. 
By directly funding MPC’s work, 
these valued partners enable 
us to focus on ensuring that 
everyone in the region has access 
to the resources and opportunities 
they need to thrive.

14.7%
Development

21%
Corporate

FY’24 Operating Revenue by Source

FY’24 Operating Expenses by Category
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Donors
We are deeply grateful for the valued contributions we received throughout the year from our many supporters. These 
contributions have made a meaningful di�erence as they have enabled us to continue our work toward creating a more 
equitable and just Chicago region.

$500,000 and above
The Chicago Community 
Trust

$250,000–$499,999
The Joyce Foundation
Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation
Walder Foundation

$100,000–$249,999
Crown Family Philanthropies
U.S. Energy Foundation
Grand Victoria Foundation
The John D. and Catherine T. 

MacArthur Foundation
JPMorgan Chase
McDougal Family Foundation

$50,000–$99,999
City of Chicago, Department 

of Housing
BMO
Bowman Lingle Foundation
Capri Investment Group
Charles Stewart Mott 

Foundation
The Crown Family
Gaylord and Dorothy 

Donnelley Foundation
Nicor Gas
Peoples Gas
PNC
U.S. Bank
Wintrust Financial 

Corporation
Yagan Family Fund

$20,000–$49,999
Abbott
Ann M. Drake
Association of American 

Railroads
Carnahan Family Foundation
Energy Action Fund
Kent and Liz Dauten
Harris Family Foundation
ITW
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Keiser 

Donor Advised Fund
Old National Bank
Pritzker Traubert Foundation
Regional Plan Association
The Richard H. Driehaus 
Foundation

$10,000–$19,999
The Allstate Corporation
AptarGroup, Inc.
ComEd, An Exelon Company

Dr. Scholl Foundation
Environmental Defense Fund
Faegre Drinker Biddle & 

Reath LLP
GCM Grosvenor
InterPark Holdings LLC
Elizabeth Morse Genius 
Charitable Trust

$5,000–$9,999
Alliance for the Great Lakes
Anonymous
Stephen and Susan Baird
David P. Bolger
Booth Hansen
Paul and Rebecca Carlisle
Carol Lavin Bernick Family 

Foundation
Chicago Federation of Labor
Christopher B. Burke 

Engineering, Ltd.
CIBC Bank USA
The Cira and Chris Conley 

Family
d’Escoto, Inc.
For Good Advisory
T. Bondurant French
HDR
David D. Hiller
Illinois Housing Development 

Authority
Illinois Public Health Institute
James and Catherine Denny 

Foundation
John and Jacolyn Bucksbaum 

Family Foundation
Steve and Christy King
Jim and Kitty Mann
Erica Marquez Avitia
Mid-America Carpenters 

Regional Council
Miller Cooper & Co., Ltd.
Kathy Stodgell and 

Dave Mook
National Equity Fund, Inc.
Quintin E. Primo, III
R.M. Chin & Associates, Inc.
Bruce and Barbie Taylor 

Family Fund
The Prime Group, Inc.
Village of Franklin Park
Paula Wol�

$1,000–$4,999
Alan Adams
Ramiro J. Atristaín-Carrión
Kyle Barnett
MarySue Barrett
Prudence R. Beidler
Andrew Block

Civic Committee of the 
Commercial Club 

of Chicago
Nedra Sims Fears
The Field Foundation of 

Illinois, Inc.
Manuel Flores
Alejandra Garza
Linda Goodman and 

David Narefsky
Elizabeth H. Wiltshire and 

Jacques N. Gordon
Eleanor Gorski
Joseph P. Cothrel and 

Linda A. Heban
Holsten Real Estate 

Development Corporation
Robert and Saran Hutchins
Illinois Environmental Council
Joseph Mancino
Julian G. Posada
Purple Group
The Robert Thomas Bobins 

Foundation
Schreiber Philanthropy
James P. Stirling
Taiber Kosmala and 

Associates, LLC
Michael A. Thomas
Carol and Roy Thygesen
Melissa Y. Washington
Woods Fund of Chicago

Under $1,000
Gerald W. Adelmann
Erin L. Aleman
James L. Alexander
John and Elizabeth Andersen
Anonymous
Daniel O. Ash
Frank Ballantine
Carmelo Barbaro
Ciere Boatright
Christopher J. Boebel
Betty Bogg
Joel Bookman
Mark Bookman
Maggie Cassidy
Erik E. Cempel
Chaddick Institute for 

Metropolitan Development
Chicago Rehab Network
Ethan Cohen
Jane B. Colman
Barbara Flynn Currie
DLA Piper
Janet Elson
Environmental Law & Policy 

Center
Environmental Policy 

Innovation Center
Mark Finger
Tracey B. Fleming
Elliot Frolichstein-Appel
Timothy J. Gilfoyle
Global Philanthropy 

Partnership
Scott Goldstein
Donald H. Haider, Jr.
Kevin Hall
Angelique Hancock
Kelwin Harris
IFF
Helen J. Kessler
Amy Turnbull Khare
Janet A. Lang
Mye’l Lassiter
Thomas J. Lenz
John and Jill Levi
Tasha Levy
James C. Mark, Jr.
Laurie B. Marston
Daniel Martinez
David May
John and Judith McCarter
John M. McDonough and 

Susan J. Moran
Michael McMurray
Cynthia McSherry
Linda Mellis
Cory Muldoon
Elaine Nekritz
Layton Olson
Ellen Partridge
Jonathan Perman
Andrew Philipsborn and 

Jane Bilger
Angelique Power
Elle Ramel
George A. Ranney, Jr.
Kevin Vin Reed
Regional Transportation 

Authority
Janice E. Rodgers
Carol Ross Barney
Jesse H. Ruiz
Louise P. Saltzman
Rebekah Scheinfeld
Dennis Sherman
David S. Silverman
Adele S. Simmons
Unmi Song
Je�rey Sriver
Woodstock Institute
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Leadership
Board of Governors

Executive Committee 
O�cers 
Chair
Paul C. Carlisle 
COO & Market Head - 

Commercial Banking 
Wintrust Financial 

Corporation
Immediate Past Chair 
Melissa Y. Washington 
SVP of Governmental and 

External A¡airs 
ComEd 
Vice Chair - Development 
**Kyle Barnett 
Head, North American 

Physical Channels  
BMO 
Treasurer
Ramiro J. Atristaín-Carrión 
Managing Director 
Atristain Financial Advisors, 

LLC 
General Counsel 
David L. Williams 
Partner 
Faegre Drinker Biddle & 

Reath LLP 
Former Interim President 

& CEO
**Chris Conley 
Metropolitan Planning 

Council 
Former President & CEO
**Darlene O. Hightower 
Metropolitan Planning 

Council 
President & CEO 
Daniel Lurie 
Metropolitan Planning 

Council 

Board of Governors 
Carol Ross Barney 
Founder & President 
Ross Barney Architects, Inc. 
*Meena Beyers 
VP, Business and Community 

Development 
Nicor Gas 
 **Ciere Boatright 
Commissioner, Department 

of Planning & Development 
City of Chicago 
**Matthew Brewer 
Partner 
Bartlit Beck LLP  
Christopher B. Burke 
CEO 
Christopher B. Burke 

Engineering, Ltd. 

Eileen Chin 
President & CEO 
R.M. Chin & Associates, Inc. 
Lester Crown 
Chairman 
Henry Crown & Company 
**Zena Diggs 
Midwest Market Executive
Bank of America 
Polly Eldringho� 
VP - Operational 

Performance & Compliance 
Peoples Gas 
Nedra Sims Fears 
Executive Director 
Greater Chatham Initiative 
*Manuel Flores 
President & CEO
SomerCor 
Alejandra Garza 
Founder & President 
AGG Consulting, Inc. 
Janet R. González Tudor 
VP - Director, Transport 

Advisory Services 
HDR 
Linda Goodman 
Principal 
Goodman Williams Group 
 **Laritza Lopez 
President & CEO 
Purple Group 
**Bernard Loyd 
President 
Urban Juncture, Inc. 
James E. Mann 
Erica Marquez Avitia 
COO
Old Mission Capital, LLC 
David Mook 
Chief Private Banking O�cer 
U.S. Bank 
Daryl Newell 
SVP, Market Manager 
PNC 
**Jim O’Leary 
North America CEO & Global 

President 
Weber Shandwick 
Sameer Patel 
Partner 
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP 
*Julian G. Posada 
President & CEO
LiftUp Enterprises 
Elle Ramel 
Chief of Sta¡
World Business Chicago 

George A. Ranney, Jr. 
*Matthew R. Reilein 
President & CEO
National Equity Fund, Inc. 
Robert G. Reiter 
President
Chicago Federation of Labor 
**Alana Ward Robinson 
President & CEO
Robinson Group Consulting, 

Inc. 
Unmi Song 
President 
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation 
Bruce W. Taylor 
Managing Partner
Taylor Investment Partners II 
Michael A. Thomas 
Vice President Administration 
& Real Estate
Allstate Insurance Company 
**Jessica Droste Yagan 
Partner & CEO 
Impact Engine 

Honorary Board
Laurence O. Booth  
Design Principal
Booth Hansen Associates  
Joseph A. Gregoire  
SVP 
Wintrust Financial 

Corporation  
Donald Haider  
Professor Emeritus of 

Strategy  
Northwestern University, 

Kellogg School of 
Management  

King Harris  
Chairman 
Harris Holdings, Inc.  
John M. McDonough  
Priscilla A. Walter  
Walter Law O¨ces

Executive Advisors
Carol L. Bernick 
CEO 
Polished Nickel Capital 

Management LLC 
John L. Bucksbaum 
CEO 
Bucksbaum Properties, LLC 
Jonathan C. Bunge 
Partner 
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart & 

Sullivan, LLP 

David R. Casper 
Retired U.S. CEO 
BMO 
Robert M. Chapman 
CEO 
CenterPoint Properties Trust 
Keating Crown 
Managing Principal 
Sterling Bay 
**Marsha Cruzan 
Regional President 
U.S. Bank 
Robert W. Frentzel 
Executive Managing Director 

& Head, Commercial 
Banking 

CIBC Bank USA 
John S. Gates 
Executive Chairman
TradeLane Properties, LLC 
Nancy S. Gerrie 
J. Marshall Peck 
President 
InterPark Holdings, LLC 
Mark G. Sander 
President & COO 
Old National Bank 
Katherine M. Scherer 
Managing Partner | Business 

Tax Services
Deloitte LLP 
Scott C. Swanson 
President 
PNC Illinois 
Stephan B. Tanda 
President & CEO 
AptarGroup, Inc. 

Advisory Council 
Bennett Applegate 
Attorney at Law 
Applegate & Thorne-

Thomsen, P.C. 
Iván Arenas 
Associate Director for 

Community Partnerships 
University of Illinois at 

Chicago 
Juan Sebastian Arias 
Executive Director 
Elevated Chicago 
Amrou Atassi 
SVP & Senior Project 

Manager 
CDM Smith 
Dionne Baux 
Director of Urban Programs
National Main Street Center, 

Inc. 

* denotes Executive Committee Members
** denotes resigned in 2024
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Nora June Beck 
Senior Planner 
Chicago Metropolitan Agency 

for Planning 
Emily Blum 
Executive Director 
Disability Lead 
Vanessa Bly 
Research Coordinator  
Northwestern University 
Paul Botts 
Executive Director 
The Wetlands Initiative 
Paul C. Carlisle 
COO & Market Head - 

Commercial Banking 
Wintrust Financial 

Corporation 
Maggie Cassidy 
Director, Preservation 

Compact 
Community Investment 

Corporation 
Anna-Lisa Castle 
Associate Director, Water 

Policy 
Elevate 
Nicole Chavas 
President & COO 
Green Print Partners 
Emily Co�ey 
Director of Equitable 

Community Development 
& Housing 

Chicago Lawyers’ Committee 
for Civil Rights Under Law, 
Inc. 

Adrian Kedar Coleman 
Senior Land Trust & 

Engagement Steward 
Grow Greater Englewood 
Ellen C. Craig 
Consultant  
Craig Consulting  
Christian Diaz 
Director of Housing
Palenque LSNA 
Joseph Dunne 
VP, Development 
J. Je�ers & Company 
Kate Eakin 
Managing Director
McKinley Park Development 

Council 
Jason Estremera 
Executive Director 
Northwest Side Community 

Development Corporation 
Adam Flickinger 
Planning Director 
Friends of the Chicago River 
Jacqueline L. Forbes 
Deputy Chief, Planning 

Division 
Illinois Tollway 

Patricia Fron 
Co-Executive Director 
Chicago Area Fair Housing 
Alliance 
Daniel Goldfarb 
Director, Social Impact 
Wildlife Habitat Council 
Linda Goodman 
Principal 
Goodman Williams Group 
King Harris 
Chairman 
Harris Holdings Inc. 
Daniel Kay Hertz 
Director of Housing
Impact for Equity 
Margarita Jaramillo 
Senior Mortgage Loan O�cer 
Self-Help Federal Credit 

Union 
Kimberly Jones 
VP
Self-Help Federal Credit 
Union 
Michael Kaplan 
VP of A¡ordable Housing
Related Midwest 
Courtney D. Kashima 
Principal 
Muse Community + Design 
Amy Turnbull Khare 
Research Assistant Professor 

National Initiative on 
Mixed-Income    
Communities 

Thomas Kotarac 
VP of Transportation & 

Infrastructure 
Civic Committee of the 
Commercial Club 

of Chicago 
Jeannie Krueger 
VP at Arcadis Area Leader 

Arcadis  
O. Victoria Lakes-Battle 
Executive Director, Chicago 

Region 
IFF 
Angela Larsen 
Community Planning Director 
Alliance for the Great Lakes 
Channing Lenert 
Program O�cer 
Polk Bros. Foundation 
Theo Lim 
Senior Associate, 
Investments  
Moderne Ventures 
William Loftus 
President 
Spaceco, Inc. 
Suzanne Malec-McKenna 
Senior Director 
University of Illinois 

Joseph Mancino 
CEO
Digital GreenSigns, LLC 
James E. Mann 
Andrew Martin 
Principal & Managing 

Director of Midwest 
Operations 

Greeley and Hansen 
Daniel Martinez 
Director of Mortgage 

Origination 
Self-Help Federal Credit 

Union 
Paul May 
General Manager 
DuPage Water Commission 
Grace Chan McKibben 
Executive Director 
Coalition for a Better Chinese 

American Community 
Neil McMonagle 
Senior Managing Director of 

Infrastructure Advisory 
Ernst & Young LLP 
Eladio Montenegro 
Project Manager 
McKinley Park Development 

Council 
Barbara Padilla 
Accessibility Specialist 
LCM Architects 
Ann Panopio 
Senior Owner’s 

Representative 
IFF 
Kalindi Parikh 
Program Builder 
Current 
Alex Perez 
Advocacy Manager 
Active Transportation Alliance 
Rae Perez 
Design Strategist 
Daylight 
Cindy Plante 
Economic Development 

Manager 
Rogers Park Business 

Alliance 
Jay Readey 
Managing Director
RW Ventures, LLC 
Rob Reuland 
Principal 
Site Design Group 
Guacolda Reyes 
Vice President of Real Estate 

Development 
Bickerdike Redevelopment 

Corp. 
Cassandra Rice 
Senior Urban Designer 
Perkins & Will 

Elliot Richardson 
Co-Founder & President 
Small Business Advocacy 

Council 
Sergio Rodriguez 
Village President 
Village of Summit 
Lesley Roth 
Principal 
Lamar Johnson Collaborative 
Margaret Schneemann 
Water Resource Economist 
Illinois Indiana Sea Grant 
Elizabeth Scott 
Principal 
Chicago Metropolitan Agency 
for Planning 
Raj C. Shah 
Geriatrician Rush Memory 
Clinic 
Rush University Medical 

Center 
Sabina L. Shaikh 
Economics Lecturer 
University of Chicago 
David S. Silverman 
Partner 
Ancel Glink, P.C. 
Jonathan Snyder 
Executive Director 
North Branch Works 
Andrew Stables 
Senior Development 
Manager 
DL3 Realty, L.P. 
Alisa Ann Starks 
CEO
South Shore Commercial 
Properties LLC 
Emily Tapia Lopez 
Associate Vice President 
HNTB 
LeeAnn Tomas-Foster 
Senior Vice President
Arcadis 
Todd Vanadilok 
Principal Planner 
Egret & Ox Planning, LLC 
Steven Vance 
Founder & CEO 
Chicago Cityscape 
Chris White 
Citywide Organizer 
Alliance of the Southeast 
Chicago 
Andrew Williams-Clark 
Director, Build Up Chicago
Cook County Bureau of Asset 

Management  

Leadership continued
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Thank you for your support
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all who have supported MPC’s work in 
promoting racial and economic justice in the Chicago region. Your generosity has 
allowed us to work toward our vision of creating Thriving Communities, Equitable 
Infrastructure, and Just Public Systems. We remain committed to shaping a Chicago 
region that values every community and where everyone can a�ordably live, work, 
and thrive. Thank you for being a crucial part of our journey toward building a more 
equitable and just society.




