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Advancing 
Equity and 

Justice



Metropolitan Planning Council (MPC) is an independent planning and 
policy organization working to address regional built environment 
issues through a racial and economic justice lens. MPC partners with 
communities, businesses, and government to advance policy and drive 
systemic change toward a more racially equitable and economically 
just Chicago region.

Mission
MPC transforms policies and practices to advance racial and economic justice 
in our communities, infrastructure, and public systems.

Vision
The Chicago region is a place where every community is valued, every person 
has a voice, and every neighborhood thrives.

ABOUT MPC
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A Message from MPC Board Chair
Dear Friends,

Welcome to MPC’s 2023 Annual Report!
As we embark on this journey of reflection and progress, we invite you to join us in celebrating the strides we’ve made 
toward a more equitable and just Chicago region. In the pages that follow, you’ll discover the impact of our collective 
efforts, grounded in the principles of equity and justice, as we work tirelessly to build a brighter future for all Chicago 
area residents.

MPC Further Embraces Equity and Justice
In 2023, MPC embarked on a transformative brand-building journey, culminating in the adoption of our new tagline: 
“Building Equity in the Built Environment.” We’re excited about this enhancement to our brand identity as it underscores 
our unwavering commitment to promoting equity and justice in every aspect of our work.

A Year of Resilience and Progress
Throughout the past year, MPC remained steadfast in our commitment to addressing major issues affecting our region. 
From the urgent need for affordable housing to sustainable transportation solutions, safe drinking water access, and 
equitable citywide policies and planning, each initiative undertaken by MPC falls within one of our three overarching 
pillars: Thriving Communities, Equitable Infrastructure, and Just Public Systems.

MPC’s Three Core Pillars at Work
Our initiatives within the Thriving Communities pillar are dedicated to breaking down systemic barriers and 
fostering equity. From spearheading efforts to revitalize Chicago’s waterway system to addressing the persistent 
homeownership gap among Black and Latinx communities, our collaborative endeavors aim to create vibrant and 
inclusive communities where every individual can flourish. By amplifying community voices and advocating for 
equitable policies, we’re working toward building a future where everyone has access to the opportunities and 
resources they need to thrive.

Our commitment to Equitable Infrastructure is evident in our efforts to advance transit resilience, drive equitable 
transit-oriented development, and accelerate improvements to bus service region-wide. By advocating for inclusive 
policies and pioneering innovative solutions, we are striving to create a transportation system and infrastructure 
that serves all residents equitably. Through collaboration and advocacy, we are working to ensure that infrastructure 
investments benefit underserved communities and promote economic opportunity for all.

In our pursuit of Just Public Systems, we are reimagining zoning for an equitable Chicago, crafting a collective vision 
for the future of the city, and addressing the historic harms of transportation infrastructure. Through community-led 
solutions and initiatives aimed at institutionalizing equity in local government, we’re driving transformative change. By 
challenging inequitable policies and advocating for inclusive governance structures, we are striving to create a more 
equitable and just society for all residents.

As we navigate the challenges and opportunities ahead, MPC remains dedicated to building a better future for all 
residents of our region. With your continued support, we’re confident that we can make meaningful progress toward our 
vision of a Chicago region where every community is valued, every person has a voice, and every neighborhood thrives.

Thank you for your unwavering support as we continue our journey toward a brighter and more equitable tomorrow.

With appreciation,

Paul C. Carlisle 
MPC Chair 
Board of Governors
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Celebrating MPC’s 2023 Annual Event
The 2023 MPC Annual Event was a huge success. We 
brought together hundreds of corporate and civic leaders, 
elected officials, community partners, and special guests from 
across the Chicago region to help shape a more equitable 
future for everyone. We honored Quintin E. Primo III, founder 
and executive chairman of Capri Investment Group, with 
the MPC Champions of Change Award and Tonika Lewis 
Johnson, photographer, and social justice artist, with MPC’s 
Community Impact Award.  

(PICTURED L-R): MPC Champions of Change Award 
Honoree Quintin E. Primo III, MPC Community Impact Award 
Honoree Tonika Lewis Johnson, former MPC President & 
CEO Darlene Oliver Hightower, and MPC Board Chair Paul Carlisle. 
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THRIVING COMMUNITIES

MPC VISION:  
All communities 

have the resources 
needed to thrive, 

including accessible 
and affordable 

housing, healthy 
and resilient 

neighborhoods, and 
community centered 

planning and 
engagement.

Shaping the next five years of Chicago’s housing future  
MPC is proud to be a lead advisor to the Chicago Department 
of Housing in crafting its 2024-2028 Five-Year Housing Plan. 
This strategic roadmap not only shapes the city’s housing 
agenda but also serves as a transparent reporting tool to 
the Chicago City Council. With a focus on enhancing access 
to safe and affordable housing, in 2023, MPC supported 
Chicago’s Department of Housing (DOH) to develop a 

comprehensive plan aligned with the Department’s core 
principles and existing frameworks. From steering committee 
selection and facilitation to guiding recommendations through 
the review process, MPC’s partnership ensures a robust and 
inclusive planning process that addresses the diverse needs 
and aspirations of Chicago’s residents and communities.  

MPC convened 35 steering committee members and 3 focus groups to help build  
the Chicago Department of Housing’s 5 year strategic agenda 
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Collaborating in conversations to 
close the homeownership gap 
Homeownership is one of the most important vehicles for 
building household wealth, creating a pathway for families 
to increase their economic security, and passing down 
generational wealth. However, a gap persists between 
Black, Latinx, and white households. In 2023, through 
a partnership with The Chicago Community Trust, MPC 
facilitated three roundtable conversations to address the 
systemic obstacles faced by Black and Latinx communities 
in achieving homeownership. Through this series, we delved 
into the historical roots of the homeownership gap, dissected 
current challenges, and explored cross-sectoral solutions. Our 
collaborative efforts stimulated transformative conversations 
aimed at inspiring actionable change. Together, we’re 
building awareness, fostering collaboration, and empowering 
stakeholders to disrupt systemic barriers and institutionalize 
equity in housing initiatives across the Chicago region.  
 

Attendees of the Advancing Equity workshop participate in a 
facilitated session on local homeownership.

“By bringing together a diverse group of 
people from different sectors, experiences, 
and different levels of understanding about 
the homeownership gap, along with housing 
organizations and community stakeholders, we 
really felt like this particular conversation series 
could bring greater awareness to this issue.”  
–  Shandra Richardson, Program Director for  

Strategic Initiatives, The Chicago Community Trust 

In 2017, MPC released The Cost of Segregation, a landmark study quantifying the impacts that decades of racist policies and 
practices have had on our region’s people and built environment. From this, Our Equitable Future emerged—a comprehensive 
agenda for equitable policy progress. In 2023, after five years, MPC reflected on the progress made and the challenges ahead 
amidst the COVID-19 pandemic and renewed racial justice focus. Through stakeholder engagement and in-depth analysis, we’ve 
tracked the implementation of Our Equitable Future recommendations and identified key themes shaping our journey toward 
equity. From the integration of equity across sectors to the imperative for action over rhetoric, our findings underscore the need 
for collaborative, transformative efforts. MPC partnered with the Mayor’s Office of Equity and Racial Justice to host an event 
in 2023 that highlighted findings from the Our Equitable Future retrospective alongside the city’s 2024 Equity Report. As we 
move forward, it’s clear that achieving equity requires a regional approach, transcending jurisdictional boundaries and fostering 
shared accountability.  

8 of the 25 
recommendations in 
MPC’s Our Equitable 
Future report have 
seen movement toward 
adoption or have been 
implemented 

MPC has done critically important work in naming the 
tangible costs of racial inequality and has remained 
committed to tracking the ebbs and flow of progress. 
This is a valuable resource for policymakers, advocates, 
and community organizers, especially at a time where 
change is so dynamic in our city, region, and nation.  
–  Candace Moore, former Chief Equity Officer of Chicago and Senior 

Strategic Advisor, Race Forward

Reflecting on our progress towards our equitable future

40+ participants attended 3 
MPC workshops to deepen their 
understanding of structural 
inequities of homeownership

https://metroplanning.org/projects/our-equitable-future-retrospective/
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THRIVING COMMUNITIES

Realizing the potential of  
our great rivers 
Since 2016, MPC has been a driving force behind the 
realization of the Our Great Rivers vision, fostering 
collaboration among civic, community, and government 
partners to revitalize Chicago’s waterway system. As 
co-convener of the River Ecology and Governance Task 
Force with the City of Chicago’s Department of Planning 
and Development and Friends of the Chicago River, MPC 
facilitates collective action toward a thriving and ecologically 
integrated river network. In 2023, the US Army Corps of 
Engineers released the Chicago Waterways Restoration 
Framework Plan, a significant milestone that encapsulates the 
work that the Task Force has been doing to illustrate existing 
conditions and highlight opportunity sites for environmental 
restoration, public access, and recreation. Other notable 
outcomes include the completion of the Chicago Department 
of Transportation’s South Branch Parks Access Study and 
the initiation of the River Edge Access Study. Together, we’re 
navigating toward a future where Chicago’s rivers serve as 
vibrant natural assets to be enjoyed by all.  

MPC supported the 8 projects 
that were funded through the 
Our Great Rivers grant this year

“The River Ecology and Governance Task 
Force has provided a valuable opportunity to 
connect the work of City of Chicago agencies 
and departments to river experts, scientists, 
advocates, and river edge community residents. 
Collaboration through the Task Force has 
allowed for a broader conversation about 
emerging and future river policies, and has 
improved the efficiency of communications and 
input gathering for City river plans, projects,  
and regulatory updates.” 
–  Adam Flickinger, Planning Director,  

Friends of the Chicago River

Cyclist rides on the Halsted Riverwalk along a portion of 
the Calumet River, with Urban Rivers’ floating island in the 
foreground.

Credit: McKinley Park Development Council 

https://metroplanning.org/projects/great-rivers-chicago/
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Advancing transit resilience to turn challenges  
into opportunities 
As our region faces a critical juncture in transit funding, MPC is mobilizing stakeholders to turn 
adversity into opportunity. With the COVID-19 federal relief aid set to expire in 2025, the need to 
secure operations funding for our regional transit system is paramount. Emphasizing the pivotal role 
of transit in economic growth, climate resilience, and equitable access to opportunity, MPC led a 
dynamic working group focused on engaging policymakers and stakeholders in constructive dialogue 
about the future of transit. Through educational initiatives and strategic outreach, we’re laying the 
groundwork for sustainable transit solutions and transformative legislative action. Additionally, MPC 
has played a lead role in conducting research and advocacy on greenhouse gas emission targets 
for transportation, ensuring our transportation investments align with ambitious environmental goals. 
Together, we’re charting a course towards building a more resilient and inclusive transportation 
system for generations to come.  

MPC Senior Director Audrey Wennink connects with Illinois District 3  
Representative Eva-Dina Delgado in Springfield.

20+ state 
legislators 
attended 

MPC’s open 
house briefing 

about our 
region’s transit 

challenges

EQUITABLE INFRASTRUCTURE

MPC VISION:  
Public and private 

capital investments 
adopt inclusive 
development 
standards and 

support sustainable 
infrastructure for all 

communities.

 “This is the moment where we can really seriously talk about 
changing transit and changing the way it’s structured, and really look 
at the big picture.  My hope is that ten years from now, our transit 
system looks very different.  We must reimagine our system.  It needs 
to be a first choice for people.” 
–  Illinois District 3 Representative Eva-Dina Delgado 

Plan of Action for Regional Transit report
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Evaluating equity in transit-
oriented development 
The passage of the sweeping Connected Communities 
Ordinance in 2022 marked a significant step forward 
in promoting equitable transit-oriented development 
in Chicago. However, an ordinance is only valuable 
with effective enforcement. To address this, MPC, in 
partnership with the Elevated Chicago ETOD Working 
Group, has led the co-creation of a comprehensive ETOD 
scorecard tool in 2023. This tool, developed with input 
from community stakeholders, will empower decision-
makers to assess developments based on shared 
established equity metrics. Development of the scorecard 
remains ongoing, with the City of Chicago reaffirming its 
commitment to pilot the prototype. 

EQUITABLE INFRASTRUCTURE

Driving Equitable Transit-Oriented Development (ETOD) forward 
We all deserve the opportunity to live in walkable, vibrant communities with affordable housing and efficient transit. Driven 
by this vision, MPC co-leads and convenes the Elevated Chicago Systems Change Working Group. Together, we’re igniting 
a movement to advance ETOD policy throughout the region that revitalizes communities, bridges disparities, and champions 
inclusivity. In 2023, MPC briefed Chicago City Council members on ETOD initiatives, including the groundbreaking 
Connected Communities Ordinance. Through educational webinars for new alderpeople and strategic meetings with key 
city officials, MPC highlighted the need to sustain resources for ETOD under the new administration. With the appointment of 
MPC’s former board member, Ciere Boatright, as the Chicago Department of Planning and Development commissioner, our 
impact resonates even further. As we chart our course in 2024, MPC remains steadfast in our dedication to driving equitable 
development policies and creating a city where every community can thrive.  

MPC Vice President Kendra Freeman speaks to Working Group 
members at the Elevated Chicago retreat, hosted by MPC.

“MPC has remained a constant presence 
in Chicago’s equitable transit-oriented 
development (ETOD) space. After supporting 
the passage of the Connected Communities 
Ordinance, MPC has been a valuable partner 
in helping Chicagoans of all walks of life 
understand how Connected Communities 
can help improve their quality of life.” 
– Aaron Johnson, Project Manager, Racial Equity and  
 Community Engagement, Department of Housing,  
 City of Chicago 

MPC briefed 8 newly elected City 
Council members on ETOD initiatives

https://metroplanning.org/projects/equitable-transit-oriented-development/
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Accelerating improvements to  
bus service regionwide 
Hop on board for an opportunity to build out Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT) in Greater Chicago. With rail-like speed and 
convenience at a fraction of the cost of installing rail, 
BRT has the potential to revolutionize the transportation 
landscape. Throughout 2023, MPC fostered understanding 
and engagement on bus priority infrastructure and BRT by 
facilitating community discussions held across Chicago as 
part of the Chicago Department of Transportation’s Chicago 
Mobility Collaborative. MPC also advocated for investments 
in Pace Pulse service regionwide and led educational 
sessions and discussions on bus improvements with 
Transportation Equity Network members. Together, we’re 
working to accelerate a more inclusive and efficient transit 
system for the region.     

Advising on equitable funding 
for lead service line replacement 
(LSLR) 
No Illinois resident should have to drink water from lead-
contaminated pipes. Despite landmark legislation passed 
by the Illinois General Assembly in 2021 mandating lead 
service line replacement, ensuring equitable implementation 
remains a challenge. MPC’s focus on equitable lead service 
line replacement aims to address systemic inequities in 
water infrastructure. Black and Latinx Illinoisans are twice 
as likely as white Illinoisans to live in the communities that 
contain almost all the state’s lead service lines, underscoring 
the urgent need for equitable funding distribution. In 2023, 
a pivotal highlight of our work included advising the Illinois 
EPA on the equitable distribution of federal lead service 
line replacement funding, resulting in the adoption of rules 
that reflect MPC’s recommendations. This achievement 
underscores our commitment to driving policy changes and 
improving practices in water management, as we strive to 
build equity in Illinois’ built environment.   

“MPC’s support helps to create a baseline 
understanding of bus priority and bus rapid transit and 
their benefits among diverse attendees, and draw out 
their thoughts about where and how to pursue bus 
improvements.” 
– Jen Henry, Director of Strategic Planning and Policy, CTA

“Through LVEJO’s fight for clean water over 
the years in addressing lead service line 
removal, MPC has been an intentional partner 
in developing a project scope that not only 
engages but centers the needs of residents.”  
–  Brenda Santoyo Gomez, Water Justice Program 

Manager, Little Village Environmental Justice 
Organization 

MPC joined 50+ stakeholders in an 
inaugural meeting to address workforce 

development for equitable LSLR

https://metroplanning.org/projects/a-statewide-solution-to-lead/
https://metroplanning.org/projects/a-statewide-solution-to-lead/
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Pioneering innovative solutions 
to stormwater management 
challenges 
StormStore heralds a new era in stormwater management for 
Cook County. Spearheaded by MPC in partnership with The 
Nature Conservancy, StormStore pioneers a market-based 
approach to enhance stormwater infrastructure where it’s 
most needed. Currently in its pilot phase for the Little Calumet 
and Lower Des Plaines watersheds, StormStore promises 
equitable solutions for the Chicago region’s stormwater 
challenges. Throughout 2023, notable progress included 
pre-trade activity with private developers and the pilot 
expansion proposal by the Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District of Greater Chicago. Additionally, MPC has initiated 
research projects to underscore the equity benefits of 
stormwater trading, influencing policy and strategic initiatives. 
Engaging with government officials and NGOs, MPC is driving 
forward coordination efforts for green infrastructure solutions 
and a vision of resilient, sustainable stormwater management 
for our region.   

A permeable pavement project in Tinley Park demonstrates the 
potential for StormStore stormwater credit trading.

Examining the nuanced 
experience of Latinx residents  
in the suburbs 
As the Latinx population burgeons in the suburbs, MPC, in 
collaboration with the Latino Policy Forum and the University 
of Illinois at Chicago’s Great Cities Institute, delves into 
their multifaceted experiences in the report, Latinos in the 
Suburbs: Challenges and Opportunities. Released in 2023, 
the comprehensive report examines the Latinx population’s 
opportunities, challenges, and socioeconomic dynamics 
compared to their non-Latinx counterparts. Our findings 
underscore the nuanced narrative of their growth and the 
paradoxical tensions they encounter. While contributing 
significantly to the region’s socioeconomic fabric, Latinx 
residents still face disparities in income and employment. The 
data in this report show that the socioeconomic well-being 
of Latinx residents in the suburbs has improved between 
2010 and 2020, but it also dramatically highlights that the 
socioeconomic vitality contributed by the Latinx community 
has yet to be fully reflected in the lives of many Latinx 
residents. The report demonstrates the need for targeted 
interventions to ensure equitable opportunities for the Latinx 
population in suburban communities.  

EQUITABLE INFRASTRUCTURE

“Cook County’s stormwater credit trading 
pilot wouldn’t have been possible without 
MPC’s reputation and legacy of building 
strong relationships with local stakeholders 
and decision makers. Looking forward, we 
hope to take what is learned from the pilot 
and continue to broaden conversations 
around what greener and more equitable 
stormwater management can look like for 
our region.” 
–  Jen Jenkins, Natural Infrastructure Project Manager,  

The Nature Conservancy 

MPC facilitated 85+ new surveys 
through 2 community events to 
gauge neighborhood satisfaction 
of StormStore projects

“We are thrilled to have partnered with MPC 
on this groundbreaking report, which provides 
a deeper understanding of the socioeconomic 
contributions and challenges facing Latinos in 
the suburbs. This study, in tandem with MPC’s 
earlier report, The Cost of Segregation, calls 
each of us to address the consequences of 
segregation.”  
– Sylvia Puente, CEO & President, The Latino Policy Forum  

MPC research found that Latinx 
residents living in the suburbs are  

2x as likely to live in poverty as  
non-Latinx residents

https://metroplanning.org/projects/stormstore/
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Nurturing equitable development in Black and Latinx communities  
We Rise Together: For an Equitable & Just Recovery, a funders collaborative hosted by The Chicago Community Trust, works 
with community members to address the pressing economic needs of Black and Latinx communities. In 2023, MPC provided 
vital technical support to We Rise grantees embarking on capital projects as they navigated the complex development 
process. Through user-centric journey mapping, MPC identified systemic barriers, particularly within the building permit 
process, amplifying insights with qualitative data from the concurrent Zoning and Land Use Assessment (see p. 12). The result 
is a comprehensive identification of pain points in the system and their impact on development overall. Presenting findings 
to the Deputy Mayor of Business & Economic and Neighborhood Development, MPC’s work help set the stage for the city’s 
development process improvement initiative for 2024. With ongoing collaboration and data-driven interventions, MPC seeks to 
support implementation of the recommendations that the city will prioritize to improve the development process and promote 
equitable opportunities for underinvested communities.  

“Partnering with MPC as a We Rise Together 
grantee has been instrumental in navigating 
the intricate administrative landscape of our 
project. From facilitating communication 
with municipalities to serving as a liaison for 
essential connections, MPC’s support has been 
invaluable. They anticipated and addressed 
small yet tedious challenges that would have 
otherwise slowed our progress, demonstrating a 
deep commitment to our project’s success.” 
–  Cecelia Harrison, CEO, ReveNewCycle Management  

and Consulting  
We Rise Together cohort members map their journey with permitting 
at a cohort workshop. 

MPC convened 2 workshops with We Rise Together project leads to help shape 
a business permitting journey map 
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Reimagining zoning for an 
equitable Chicago 

Zoning is not just about buildings—it shapes where we live and what we do.  
In Chicago, like elsewhere, zoning has historically been entangled with issues of 
race, income, and equity. MPC and Urban Institute are leading a groundbreaking 
effort to assess the impacts of zoning on public health, equity, and sustainability 
in Chicago. Through collaborative research and stakeholder engagement, 
MPC is working to understand the influence of zoning on neighborhood 
outcomes. In 2023, Phase 1 saw the co-creation of an assessment approach 
with a Steering Committee of civic and community-based organizations, 
government, private sector, and academic partners. In Phase II, MPC has begun 
its citywide assessment while deepening outreach efforts. This initiative assesses 
how zoning contributes to disparities across neighborhoods and develops 
recommendations for more equitable planning and development practices with 
the goal of reimagining zoning so everyone can thrive.   

JUST PUBLIC SYSTEMS

MPC VISION:  
The public sector 
has the tools and 
internal capacity 

needed to transform 
inequitable 

systems and make 
government more 
transparent and 

fairer for all.

MPC engaged 100+ 
stakeholders to inform its 

zoning assessment project

https://metroplanning.org/projects/zoning-land-use-assessment/
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We Will Chicago marks a historic milestone in the city’s planning legacy, serving as 
the first citywide plan since the 1960s. Shaped by robust community engagement, 
it reflects a unified vision for a more equitable and inclusive Chicago. With its 
adoption by the Plan Commission in 2023, the City must update its citywide plan 
every 10 years and requires planned developments to be aligned with the plan’s 
guiding principles and objectives. Led by the City’s Department of Planning and 
Development, We Will Chicago establishes a framework for future growth and 
development while prioritizing community voices. MPC played a pivotal role 
throughout the plan’s creation and offered testimony in support of its passage at 
Plan Commission. Recognized with the prestigious 2023 Burnham Award for a 
Comprehensive Plan by the Illinois Chapter of the American Planning Association, 
We Will Chicago stands as a testament to collective vision and commitment to 
shaping a brighter future for all Chicagoans.

Decades of highway and freight rail development have left scars on Chicago’s 
neighborhoods, displacing residents and perpetuating environmental injustice. 
In 2023, MPC released our Reconnecting Communities report at a webinar 
event featuring the City of Chicago’s Office of Equity and Racial Justice, 
Austin Coming Together, and Congress for the New Urbanism. Through 
Reconnecting Communities, MPC delves into the human toll of historic 
transportation infrastructure, engaging residents in crafting solutions rooted 
in their lived experiences. Our collaborative efforts with the City of Chicago 
have identified crucial projects along the I-290 corridor on the West Side, all 
aimed at addressing disparities outlined in our report. The City of Chicago was 
awarded a $2 million grant to improve community safety, cohesion, and quality 
of life through enhanced connectivity over and around this interstate highway. 
We’ve also been actively engaging with the Coalition for a Better Chinese 
American Community (CBCAC) to transform viaduct areas under freight railroad 
infrastructure in Chinatown. With pro bono support from Design Trust Chicago, 
we worked with CBCAC to turn a community-led vision into design concepts, 
laying the groundwork for a more connected Chinatown community. 

“We were happy to work 
with Metropolitan Planning 
Council on reimagining the 
viaducts…in various stages 
of disrepair. Through several 
community engagement 
sessions, we collected 
input from residents and 
community organizations, 
and will be presenting the 
visuals and materials …to 
discuss plans for transforming 
these viaducts into safe and 
vibrant spaces.” 
–  Grace Chan McKibben, Executive 

Director, Coalition for a Better 
Chinese American Community

MPC supported  
We Will Chicago as the 

City collected input from 
10,000+ Chicagoans

Crafting community-led solutions to historic 
harms of transportation infrastructure

MPC launched the 
Reconnecting Communities 
report at a gathering of 100+ 

event participants

Advancing a collective vision for the future of the city

Chinatown community members participate in a community engagement session to help 
shape the future of some of the neighborhood’s viaducts.
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Institutionalizing equity in local government  

In a city where structural inequities have stubbornly persisted, MPC’s Change 
Teams initiative stands as a beacon of transformative change. Through Change 
Teams, MPC equips government partners with the tools and skills needed to 
address systemic barriers and institutionalize equity. Monthly workshops empower 
participants to design and implement policy, process, and cultural shifts, while train-
the-trainer sessions ensure sustainable leadership. Working closely with Chicago’s 
Department of Housing (DOH), MPC guides the development of equity-centered 
housing solutions. In 2023, MPC worked with the DOH Home Repair team to 
streamline the intake process for home improvement programs and create a regular 
cadence of program review, enhancing operational efficiency and impact. This 
collaborative effort culminated in a final presentation hosted by MPC and DOH’s 
Office of Community Engagement, Racial Equity and Strategic Initiatives (CERESI) 
team where DOH’s Home Repair, Policy, and Construction and Compliance teams 
presented their progress and next steps.  The DOH Change Team cohort 

meets in the MPC office to celebrate 
the end of their program. 

JUST PUBLIC SYSTEMS

“In the program, I reflected on questions like ‘Do we define equity in terms of outcomes or in terms of how 
we do business? Are we doing one at the cost of another?’ Change Teams can create infrastructure to monitor 
performance and improve how the city functions.” 
– Matthew Schmitz, Managing Deputy Budget Director, City of Chicago.  

MPC hosted 20+  
Change Team gatherings and 
introduced a train-the-trainer 
model to amplify the impact  
of its Change Teams work
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Drinking Water 1-2-3 Academy participants 
connect about local water challenges and 
solutions.

Empowering municipal leaders in water 
management best practices  

In the complex landscape of water resource management, informed decision-
making is paramount. Elected officials often enter office without prior experience 
in water resource management or running a water utility. In 2023, MPC’s Drinking 
Water 1-2-3 Academy provided a vital platform for equipping local government 
officials with the knowledge and tools needed to navigate challenges in effectively 
managing our region’s water resources. By integrating industry best practices 
and drawing from local context, our Academy empowers officials to prioritize 
water affordability and infrastructure maintenance, ultimately ensuring equitable 
access to clean drinking water for all communities. Our advocacy efforts, including 
engagement with state and national agencies, further reinforce our commitment to 
enhancing technical assistance programs and securing funding opportunities for 
municipalities across Illinois.  

Government officials from 12 
municipalities attended MPC’s 
Drinking Water 1-2-3 Academy

“Arcadis is committed to improving water quality and the quality of life for others.  Supporting MPC’s water-
related community initiative aligns with our core values and expertise in water infrastructure and environmental 
solutions. We believe in creating resilient and vibrant communities, and investing in water projects is essential for a 
sustainable future.” 
– LeeAnn Tomas-Foster, Chicago City Executive, Arcadis  
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85%   
Programs

70%   
Foundation

2%   
Management and 
General

4%   
Individuals

1%  
In-Kind

2%  
Government

Financial Summary
MPC is able to advance its mission of creating a more equitable and sustainable 
Chicago region thanks to the generous contributions of individuals, corporations, 
foundations, and government. By directly funding MPC’s work, these valued 
partners enable us to focus on ensuring that everyone in the region has access to 
the resources and opportunities they need to thrive.

12%  
Fundraising

24%  
Corporate

Operating Revenue by Source

Operating Expenses by Category
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Donors
 
We are deeply grateful for the valued contributions we received throughout the year from our many supporters. These 
contributions have made a meaningful difference as they have enabled us to continue our work toward creating a more 
equitable and just Chicago region.

$500,000 and above 
The Chicago Community Trust

$250,000 - $499,999
The Joyce Foundation

$100,000 - $249,999
City of Chicago, Department  
 of Housing
Crown Family Philanthropies
Energy Foundation
Grand Victoria Foundation
The John D. and Catherine T.  
 MacArthur Foundation
McDougal Family Foundation
Robert R. McCormick Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999
BMO
Bowman Lingle Foundation
Capri Investment Group
Equitable Transportation Fund
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley  
 Foundation
Harris Family Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation
Square One Foundation
U.S. Bank
Wintrust Financial Corporation

$20,000 - $49,999 
Abbott
Bank of America
Carnahan Family Foundation
ComEd, an Exelon Company
The Crown Family
Kent and Liz Dauten,  
 Keystone Capital
Fifth Third Bank
GCM Grosvenor
ITW
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Keiser  
 Donor Advised Fund
Nicor Gas
Old National Bank
Peoples Gas
PNC
Pritzker Traubert Foundation
The Richard H. Driehaus Foundation
Yagan Family Fund

$10,000 - $19,999
Allstate
AptarGroup, Inc.
Association of American Railroads
Bucksbaum Properties, LLC
The Cleveland-Cliffs Foundation
CS Tower Holdings
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLC
The Field Foundation of Illinois, Inc.
Gardiner & Theobald
Green Courte Partners, LLC
HDR
Jahn/ 
Lavin Family Foundation
Mesirow Financial
Northern Trust
Purple Group
Segal Family Foundation
The Prime Group Inc.
Thompson Family Fund at The  
 Chicago Community Foundation
Yagan Family Foundation
Zeller Realty Corporation

$5,000 - $9,999 
Alliance for the Great Lakes
Arcadis
ARCO/Murray
David P. Bolger
Paul and Rebecca Carlisle 
Carol Lavin Bernick Family  
 Foundation
R.M. Chin & Associates, Inc.
Christopher B. Burke Engineering,  
 Ltd.
CIBC Bank USA
Clark Construction Group, LLC
CRG
Dykema Gossett PLLC
T. Bondurant French
Heitman LLC
Illinois Housing Development  
 Authority
Indiana, Illinois, Iowa Foundation  
 for Fair Contracting
Jerome S. and Grace H. Murray  
 Foundation
Steven and Christy King
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Erica Marquez Avitia
Mid-America Carpenters Regional  
 Council Labor Management
Miller Cooper & Co., Ltd.
National Equity Fund, Inc.
Riverside Investment &  
 Development
RUSH
Smart Growth America
Bruce and Barbie Taylor
Melissa Y. Washington
Wight & Company
Wolf Development Strategies

$1,000 - $4,999 
Adam Shafer Barney Memorial  
 Fund at The Chicago Community  
 Foundation
Anonymous
Ariel Investments, LLC
Ramiro J. Atristaín-Carrión
Stephen W. Baird
Kyle Barnett
Carol Ross Barney
Prudence R. Beidler
BIG Construction
Todd and Sheyrl Brown
John and Jacolyn Bucksbaum
Christopher B. Burke
Chicago Cubs
Chicago Federation of Labor
CSX Transportation Inc.
Zena Diggs
Polly Eldringhoff
John R. Ettelson
Nedra Sims Fears
Alejandra Garza
Kathleen Gillespie
Ginsberg Jacobs LLC
Jim and Kitty Mann
Rachel Gross
David D. Hiller
Robert E. Miller
Kathy Stodgell and Dave Mook
Ellen Partridge
Sameer Patel
Julian G. Posada
Matthew R. Reilein
Sahara Enterprises, Inc.
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Donors continued

Mark G. Sander
Unmi Song
Ellen and Jim Stirling
Taiber Kosmala & Associates, LLC
The Equiticity Racial Equity  
 Movement
Michael A. Thomas
Carol and Roy Thygesen
Village of Franklin Park
William Blair & Company, LLC
David L. Williams

Under $1,000
Anita Alexander
Ross Allen
Matthew Altstiel
John and Elizabeth Andersen
Joseph Angel
Anonymous
Calvert W. Audrain
Martin Michael Babcock
Audrey Baer
Felip Ballesteros
Andrew Beideman
Meena Beyers
Lauren Birchlove
Ciere Boatright
Christopher J. Boebel and  
 Glenna Eaves
Joel Bookman
Mark and Mary Bookman
Christopher Brooks
Derrick E. Buckingham
Ryan Burg
Sharon Bush
Kathleen Caliento
Marcus Calnan
Etahn Cohen
Jane B. Colman
Barbara Flynn Currie
Leah Cuyler
Robert Danko
William A. Davis
Elizabeth Dunn
Tamakia Edwards
Janet Elson
Emerald South Economic  
 Development Collaborative
Myrna Farmer
Mark Finger

Karen Freeman-Wilson
Shevaz Freeman
Robert W. Frentzel
Kristen Freund
Leslie A. Frieze
Elliot Frolichstein-Appel
Beth Gallagher
Toya Garcia-Bradow
Nicholas Gauna
GET Cities
Timothy J. Gilfoyle
Daniel Goldfarb
Graham C. Grady
Donald Haider
Kevin Hall
Leo Harmon
James Harris
Terri T. Haymaker
Catherine M. Hillenmeyer
Candice Johnson
Nadine Johnson
Carolyn Kaiser
Helen J. Kessler
Amy Turnbull Khare
LaTacha Knox
Christine Kowalke
Janet A. Lang
John and Jill Levi
Bernard Loyd
Mary K. Ludgin
Gregg Lunceford
James C. Mark, Jr.
Laurie B. Marston
Rebecca Mason
David May
Dr. Suzet McKinney
James McNally
Linda Mellis
Metropolitan Conference on  
 Public Research
Jasminka Milpak
Susan J. Moran and  
 John M. McDonough 
Beth Najberg
Adam Niermann
Marisa Novara
Maura O’Hara
John O’Malley
Nichole R. Owens
Jose Padilla

Heather D. Parish
Jennifer Parks
Partners By Design
Julio Paz
Peralte-Clark, LLC
R. Delacy Peters
Melissa Piorkowski
Elle Ramel
Roberto Requejo
André Rice
The Robert Thomas Bobins  
 Foundation
Bryant Roby, Jr.
Janice E. Rodgers
Rudd Resources LLC
Louise P. Saltzman
John Sassaris
Ray Sendejas and Erika Poethig
Paul W. Shadle
Diana Sharpe
Dennis Sherman
Adele S. Simmons
David Simmons
Deb Singleton
Whitney Smith and Jim Hurt
Maya Solis
Steven Sondheim
Sendy L. Soto
Jeffrey Sriver
Darwin G. Stuart
James L. Terman
Lanetta Haynes Turner
University of Illinois at  
 Urbana-Champaign
Walder Foundation
Pam and Doug Walter
Jewell W. Walton
Tyson Warner
David Wong
William Woodley
Marianne Woodward
Richard Yant
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Leadership

Board of Governors

Executive Committee  
Officers

Chair

Paul C. Carlisle  
COO & Market Head - 
Commercial Banking 
Wintrust Financial 
Corporation

Vice Chair-Development 
Kyle Barnett  
Head of Strategy Oper. & 
Enterprise Transformation 
BMO Financial Group

Vice Chair-Development 
** Ellen Carnahan 
Principal 
Machrie Enterprises LLC

General Counsel 
David L. Williams  
Partner 
Faegre Drinker Biddle &  
 Reath LLC

Treasurer 
Ramiro J. Atristaín-Carrión  
Managing Director 
Atristain Financial Advisors,  
 LLC

Past Chair 
Melissa Y. Washington  
VP External Affairs & Large 
Customer Solutions 
ComEd

President & CEO 
** Darlene Oliver Hightower  
President & CEO 
Metropolitan Planning   
 Council

Board of Governors

* Meena Beyers  
VP, Business and Community  
 Development 
Nicor Gas

** Ciere Boatright  
VP of Real Estate and  
 Community Development 
CRG

** Matthew Brewer  
Partner 
Bartlit Beck LLP

** Todd C. Brown 

Christopher B. Burke, Ph.D. 
CEO 
Christopher B. Burke  
 Engineering, Ltd.

** Janet Chess 
VP & Technology Managing 
Director 
IBM Global Markets

Eileen Chin  
President & CEO 
R.M. Chin & Associates, Inc.

Lester Crown  
Chairman 
Henry Crown & Company

** Zena Diggs  
Senior Vice President 
Bank of America

Polly Eldringhoff  
VP-Operational Performance 
& Compliance 
Peoples Gas

Nedra Sims Fears  
Executive Director 
Greater Chatham Initiative

* Manuel Flores  
President & CEO 
SomerCor

Alejandra Garza  
Principal 
AGG Consulting, Inc.

Janet R. Gonzalez Tudor  
Transportation Operational 
Resiliency Director 
HDR

Linda Goodman  
Principal 
Goodman Williams Group

Laritza Lopez  
Founder & CEO 
Purple Group

** Bernard Loyd 
President 
Urban Juncture, Inc.

** Mary Katherine Ludgin 
Senior Managing Director, 
Head of Global Research 
Heitman LLC

James E. Mann 

Erica Marquez Avitia  
Chief Operating Officer 
Old Mission Capital, LLC

** Lee M. Mitchell 
Managing Partner 
Thoma Bravo, Inc.

David Mook  
Chief Private Banking Officer 
U.S. Bank

Daryl Newell  
Senior Vice President,  
 Market Manager 
PNC

** Jim O’Leary  
CEO, North America 
Weber Shandwick

Sameer Patel  
Partner 
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP

** Frank D. Pellicori 
Partner, Director of Wealth 
Management 
Vivaldi Capital Management

* Julian G. Posada  
President 
LiftUp Enterprises

Elle Ramel  
Chicago Director 
GET Cities

George A. Ranney, Jr.

*Matthew R. Reilein  
President & CEO 
National Equity Fund, Inc.

Robert G. Reiter, Jr. 
President 
Chicago Federation of Labor

** Alana Ward Robinson  
President & CEO 
Robinson Group Consulting,  
 Inc.

Carol Ross Barney, FAIA 
Founder & President 
Ross Barney Architects, Inc.

Unmi Song  
President 
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation

Bruce W. Taylor  
Managing Partner 
Taylor Investment Partners II

Michael A. Thomas  
Vice President Administration 
& Real Estate 
Allstate Insurance Company

* Jessica Droste Yagan  
Partner & CEO 
Impact Engine

Honorary Board

Laurence O. Booth 
Principal/Director 
Booth Hansen Associates

Joseph A. Gregoire 
Senior Vice President 
Wintrust Financial  
 Corporation

Donald Haider 
Professor Emeritus of 
Strategy 
Northwestern University,  
 Kellogg School of  
 Management

King Harris 
Chairman 
Harris Holdings 
John M. McDonough

Priscilla A. Walter 
Walter Law Offices

* denotes Executive Committee Members
** denotes resigned in 2023/2024
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Executive Advisors

Carol L. Bernick 
Polished Nickel Capital  
 Management LLC

John L. Bucksbaum 
Bucksbaum Properties, LLC

Jonathan C. Bunge 
Quinn Emanuel Urquhart &  
 Sullivan, LLP

David R. Casper 
BMO Financial Group 
(Retired U.S. CEO)

Robert M. Chapman 
CenterPoint Properties Trust

Keating Crown 
Sterling Bay

Marsha Cruzan 
U.S. Bank

** J. Michael Drew 
Structured Development, LLC

Robert W. Frentzel 
CIBC Bank USA

John S. Gates, Jr. 
TradeLane Properties, LLC

Nancy S. Gerrie

** Ari F. Glass 
Mansueto Office Inc

** Steven N. Miller 
Origin Ventures

Charles J. Moore 
The Banc Funds Company

J. Marshall Peck 
InterPark Holdings LLC

** Joan Rockey 
The Mather Group

Mark G. Sander 
Old National Bank

Katherine M. Scherer 
Deloitte LLP

Scott C. Swanson 
PNC

Stephan B. Tanda 
AptarGroup, Inc.

** Edward J. Wehmer 
Wintrust Financial Corp.

** Theodore Weldon, III 
Weldon Development Group

MPC Program 
Committee Members

William Abolt 
AECOM

Paola Aguirre 
Borderless Studio

Bennett Applegate 
Applegate & Thorne- 
 Thomsen, P.C.

Jaime Arteaga 
LISC Chicago

Amrou Atassi 
CDM Smith

Forrest D. Bailey 
Draper and Kramer, Inc.

David E. Baker 
America’s Urban Campus

Adam Ballard 
AARP

Dionne Baux 
National Main Street   
 Center, Inc.

Nora June Beck 
Chicago Metropolitan  
 Agency for Planning

Phillip Beckham 
P3 Markets

Charles L. Bell 
U.S. Bank

Lee M. Brown 
Teska Associates, Inc.

Andre L. Brumfield 
Gensler

Anna-Lisa Castle 
Elevate

Pamela Daniels-Halisi 
BMO

Fernando De Maio 
DePaul University

Kristi DeLaurentiis 
South Suburban Mayors  
 and Managers Assoc.

Maria Ferrera 
DePaul University

Cindy A. Fish 
Fish Transportation Group

Jacqueline L. Forbes 
Kane County Division of  
 Transportation

Ghian Foreman 
Emerald South Economic 
Development  
 Collaborative

Meleah Geertsma 
Alliance for the Great  
 Lakes

Veronica Gonzalez 
The NHP Foundation

Carolyn Grieves 
Baxter & Woodman, Inc.

Alaina J. Harkness 
Current

Vanessa Harris 
Strategy for Access 
Foundation NFP

Jessica Hector-Hsu 
Regional Transportation  
 Authority

Juanita Irizarry

Rebecca Judd 
Gaylord and Dorothy  
 Donnelley Foundation

Sidney Kenyon 
DuPage County Division  
 of Transportation

Amy Turnbull Khare 
National Initiative  
 on Mixed-Income  
 Communities

Thomas C. Kirschbraun 
Jones Lang LaSalle

Thomas Kotarac 
Civic Committee of the  
 Commercial Club of  
 Chicago

Kindy Kruller 
Illinois Green Alliance

Tuyet Ngo 
Grand Victoria Foundation

Peter Levavi 
Brinshore Development LLC

Kate Lowe 
University of Illinois at  
 Chicago, CUPPA

Edith Makra 
Metropolitan Mayors  
 Caucus

Suzanne Malec-McKenna

Wyllys Mann 
MVAH Partners, LLC

Andrew Martin 
Greeley and Hansen

Paul May 
DuPage Water Commission

Neil McMonagle 
Ernst & Young LLP

Robert E. Miller

Thomas H. Morsch 
H2C Securities

Peter Mulvaney 
CONSOR Engineering

Zorica Nedovic-Budic

Cathleen O’Brien 
Access Living

Jeremy Orr 
Earthjustice

Barbara Padilla 
LCM Architects

Bob Palmer 
Housing Action Illinois

Anjulie Rao

Olatunji Oboi Reed 
The Equiticity Racial Equity  
 Movement

Rob Reuland 
Site Design Group

Emma L. Rodriguez-Ayala 
Ariel Investments, LLC

Traci Sanders 
Enterprise Community  
 Partners

Margaret Schneemann 
Chicago Metropolitan  
 Agency for Planning

Elizabeth Scott 
Chicago Metropolitan  
 Agency for Planning

Anton Seals 
Grow Greater Englewood

Paul W Shadle 
DLA Piper

Raj C. Shah 
Rush University Medical  
 Center

Sabina L. Shaikh 
University of Chicago

Manju Sharma 
SPAAN Tech, Inc.

David J. Siegel 
Sidley Austin LLP

Emily Tapia Lopez 
HNTB

William Tippens 
Related Midwest

Michael A. Toolis 
Chelsea Lighting

Steven Vance 
Chicago Cityscape

Kimberly Wasserman  
 Nieto 
Little Village Environmental  
 Justice Organization

Mae Whiteside Williams 
CKL Engineers, LLC

Laura Wilkison 
Chicago Metropolitan  
 Agency for Planning

Paula Worthington 
University of Chicago

Stacie A. Young 
Community Investment  
 Corporation

Jonathon Zabrocki 
Robinson Engineering Ltd.



Thank you for your support

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all who have supported MPC’s work in promoting 

racial and economic justice in the Chicago region. Your generosity has allowed us to 

work toward our new vision of creating Thriving Communities, Equitable Infrastructure, 

and Just Public Systems. We remain committed to shaping a Chicago region that values 

every community and where everyone can affordably live, work, and thrive. Thank you 

for being a crucial part of our journey toward building a more equitable and just society.



140 South Dearborn Street, Suite 1400  |  Chicago, Illinois  60603  |  312.922.5616
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